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	Title: Human -defensins in colonic mucosa of patients with irritable bowel syndrome, inflammatory bowel disease and healthy controls – a pilot study 
General Comments From Reviewer: The study shows that Human β-Defensin 2 (HBD-2) expression in the colonic mucosa of patients with Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS) and Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD) is significantly lower compared to healthy people by semi-quantitative immunohistochemistry. Although this study had a small sample size, it gives us some clues on involvement of HBD-2 in IBS and IBD. It will be more convincing if the antigen expression is accurately quantified by immunoblotting. The paper is well written with an unexpected result which is discussed appropriately. As pointed-out by the authors, it is a pilot study and the presence and role of beta-defensins in IBS and IBD should also be investigated in other ways.
Introduction: In both introduciton and discussion it would be good to clearer point-out what is known specific for HBD2 regarding secretion, location, function etc.
Methodology: The method is well described however a power-analysis or a discussion around power and sample-size is lacking. Mention inclusion and exclusion criteria of subject selection e.g. subjects under influence of anti-inflammatory drugs . 2. In IHC, correct incubation time 1.5 instead of 1,5. Refer to such mistakes
Results: It is mentioned that results are presented as median and ranges, but no values are really presented except for in the plot -box, which is illustrative.
Discussion: In both introduciton and discussion it would be good to clearer point-out what is known specific for HBD2 regarding secretion, location, function etc.Maintain the pattern of writing correct scientific terms eg. NFkB or NF-kB 
The article can be published after minor revision. 



